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Goals of the FRPB

“Reduce the risks [...] in order to
ensure a high level of protection
of human and animal health, and
of the environment,
based on the precautionary
principle,
with particular attention to the
protection of vulnerable groups”
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• Product Standards Act: plans for pesticides 
(2003)

• Federal Reduction Plan for Pesticides (2005) 
• Royal Decree establishing the Federal Reduction 

Plan for Biocides (26 Oct 2023)

National initiative

Legal basis
Europe

• Directive 2009/128/EC to achieve 
the sustainable use of pesticides

• Biocides that have not yet been 
included in the directive

• Biocidal Products Regulation 
528/2012

• Article 65: Reporting obligation
• Programme for the evaluation 

of active substances

Belgium
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The plan is based on 6 axes

1. Market information
2. Exposure and effects
3. Information and awareness-raising
4. Specific uses
5. Market surveillance
6. Evaluation
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Knowledge of the Belgian market
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Year Number of products Quantity of products (Ton)

2018 1,981 76,745.35022

2019 2,353 82,905.87276

2020 2,690 103,198.5228

2021 3,171 92,868.351

2022 3,398 94,695.279

2023 3,667 91,810.061

2024 3,827 102,375.859

Number of products

Quantity of products (t)

Evolution of the number and quantities of biocides on the Belgian market from 
2018 to 2024



Annual Report

Product groups

Gr 1: disinfectants

Gr 2: preservatives

Gr 3: pest control

Gr 4: other biocides

Number of products 
per group

Quantities of products 
per group (t)



Annual report - Quantities of a.s.
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Closed circuit
• Since 2016
• Registration obligation for sellers and users
• Sales reporting
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• Toxic, carcinogenic, mutagenic, reprotoxic, neurotoxic or 
corrosive
• Persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic (PBT) and very persistent 
and very bioaccumulative (vPvB)
• Endocrine disruptor (ED)

and/or 
• Requires the wearing of personal protective equipment (PPE)

Which biocidal 
products?

• Authorisation holders
• Distributors, wholesalers
• Professional users

For whom?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Le



Closed circuit
• Protection of the general public 
• Enforcement of Article 19 4. of the BPR in Belgium
• Mapping of the market and sectors that use these products

• Communication opportunities

• Streamlining and modernisation of the platform
• Administrative simplification 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Le circuit restreint système d’enregistrement des vendeurs et des utilisateurs; qui offre un panorama du marchés. Plus 50 secteurs concernés des utilisateurs de produits dangereux.
(sensibilisation des professionnels)
 




Toxicovigilance 

Annual follow-up of incidents involving biocidal products by the Belgian 
Poison Centre

• The reports are published on biocide.be
• The results are used to determine the priorities in the field of 

communication
• Post-authorisation follow-up
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https://biocide.be/en/publications


Toxicovigilance
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Number of calls (unique cases) to the Belgian Poison Centre from 2015 to 2024 for 
type 1 products (human hygiene)



Toxicovigilance
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Number of calls (unique cases) to the Belgian Poison Centre from 2015 to 2024 for 
type 2 products (disinfection of surfaces/swimming pools)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Important d’avoir de belles étiquettes. 




Information and awareness-raising
• Website biocide.be

• FAQ
• Search engine (new features)

• Helpdesk (1916 questions in 2024)
• Forum
• Campaigns
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Publication de la hiérarchie et inclusion des produits généraux contre les organismes spécifique

https://apps.health.belgium.be/gestautor-public-search/pages/public/advancedSearch.xhtml
https://apps.health.belgium.be/gestautor-public-search/pages/public/advancedSearch.xhtml
https://www.helpdeskdppc.be/
https://www.helpdeskdppc.be/


• Three informative videos for users (2024)
1. What are biocidal products?
2. Biocides? I use them with the necessary caution!
3. Biocidal products from the closed circuit

• On the biocide.be website + FPS Health’s 
YouTube channel

• Campaign “Biocides? I use them wisely”: leaflets, 
information sheets, articles, and videos  

Information and awareness-raising

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Indiquer que nous n’avons plus de communicateur 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7T5uMWO9-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7T5uMWO9-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSPwwwjEBCc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSPwwwjEBCc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0kFoYrZojU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0kFoYrZojU


Information and awareness-raising
• “Read before use” campaign
• Public awareness campaign on the 

proper use of disinfectants (2026)
• Toxicovigilance: rise in calls for disinfectants
• Survey on the use of disinfectants in 2022: 

o 50% of the respondents are unaware of contact 
time and use-by date

o Confusion between cleaning and disinfection
o Improper use => ineffective
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https://lireavantutilisation.be/


Licence for biocides
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PT14: Rodenticides 
PT18: Insecticides, acaricides 
and products to control other 
arthropods

(Eco)toxicological 
impact

Interest from the 
professional sector

Products concerned



Professional users
• Treatments carried out on behalf of third parties (whether on behalf 

of a public authority or not)
• And/or for the use of products reserved for “professional users with 

proven advanced skills” as mentioned in the SPCs

• Exemption from PT18 licensing requirements for fire and civil 
protection services
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Licensing process
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How?

Basic training

Recognised 
certificate

Transitional 
measures (2 years)

PT14 PT18
15 h 21 h

< 6 
years



Transitional measures
For two years, use without licence + licensing based on:

• the qualification (agricultural engineer, chemical and agro-industrial engineer, pharmacist, 
bachelor’s degree in chemical or biological sciences, doctor in veterinary medicine or 
equivalent)

• the user status: a registered seller, an authorised user, or the user was a responsible staff 
member mentioned in the authorisation as a user

• at least 6 years’ experience in the professional use of PT14/PT18
• at least 6 years’ experience in advising or training on the use of PT14/PT18 and on integrated 

pest control applied to PT14/PT18
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Licence renewal

5 continuing 
education 
sessions

RenewingLicensing
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Valid for 5 years



Next steps

1. Signature and publication of the 
Royal Decree 

2. Ministerial decree for the entry into 
force of the RD and implementation 
of transitional period

3. Implementation by the Regions
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Specific uses
• Endocrine disruptors: implementation of European legislation

• Neonicotinoids: state of play

• AMR - Taking into account the risk of resistance
• Publication of a literature review on resistance to PTs 3 and 4 (2025)
• We intend to create “best uses icons” in cooperation with AISE
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https://biocide.be/en/news/study-resistance-biocides-product-types-3-and-4-0


Market Surveillance

• In 2024: 895 checks on biocidal products (PTs 1-
22)

• 557 on-site checks
• 212 administrative checks 
• 124 e-commerce checks

⇒335 checks with infringements
⇒77 reports 
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Follow-up of the plan

• Mid-term review and update in 2026
• Publication of an evaluation report in 2029
• Renewal of the plan by 2028/2029

• Stakeholders’ consultation
• Public consultation
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Questions?

Thank you for your attention
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